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Learning 

the Content  

Learning 

the Language 

For struggling readers, 
academic language is similar to a second language.  



Content Specific Vocabulary  
vs. 

General Academic Vocabulary 
 



 Content specific vocabulary words are used with 
low frequency and in limited contexts within a 
specific domain or field of study.  
 

 Understanding these words is critical for building 
knowledge and understanding concepts within the  
academic domain.   
 

 Intentional inclusion of content specific words is 
integral to instruction of content.  
 
 



 Yes- if you already have some relevant knowledge. 
 

 Wikipedia’s explanation of the Supreme Court:  
 

 The Supreme Court of the United States (sometimes colloquially known 
 as "SCOTUS"[1]) is the highest federal court of the United States. 
 Established pursuant to Article III of the United States Constitution in 
 1789, it has ultimate (and largely discretionary) appellate jurisdiction 
 over all federal courts and over state court cases involving issues of 
 federal law, plus original jurisdiction over a small range of cases. In the 
 legal system of the United States, the Supreme Court is the final 
 interpreter of federal constitutional law, although it may only act 
within the context of a case in which it has jurisdiction. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_the_United_States#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_court
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_judiciary_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Article_III_of_the_United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Procedures_of_the_Supreme_Court_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Appellate_jurisdiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_court_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._federal_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._federal_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Original_jurisdiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_constitutional_law


 General academic vocabulary words are words that are 
traditionally used in academic dialogue and text but are 
not necessarily used in common conversation.  
 

 These words often relate to other more familiar words 
that students use. For example, rather than watch, 
observe.  
 

 General academic words help students comprehend   
text across multiple content areas. 

 
 





Embedded Instruction 
Simple explanation within the context of the lesson. 

▪ Time efficient- allows for introduction of many words (breadth) 

 
Explicit Instruction 

Robust instruction-rich information about words and their uses. 

▪ Time intensive- limits instruction to fewer concepts (depth)  
          

    (Coyne, 2009) 



Embedded  Extended  
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Rate your level of familiarity 

Unknown          Known          Owned 

for each of  the following words: 

  
  

 

  

         ratification                 accede 
 
         article                                 subsidiary  
 
         council                               unanimous   



U = Unknown 
  the word does not have meaning for you. 

 

K = Known 
 you recognize the word and can understand it’s 

           role in context.  However, you don’t use it yourself. 

 

O= Owned 
 You use the word fluently in speaking and/or writing. 









 

1)  Display the written word so that every student can see it. 
 
2) Develop a "student-friendly" explanation. 
 
3) Discuss the word as used in context. (your lesson/chapter/unit) 

 
4) Encourage student interaction with the word. 
 



 
 

Both frontloading 
and frequent review 

are necessary for building 
academic lexicons. 

 



1) Display the Written Word 

 
 Makes the connection between the auditory 

and visual areas of the the brain. 
 

 This will help clarify and prevent confusion 
that could be caused by unclear 
pronunciation or hearing difficulties. 
 
 













Connect to the Root of the Word 

Discuss word parts- 
     prefixes, base words, and/or suffixes 
     that contribute to understanding of the word.  



2) Develop a Student-Friendly Explanation 

Making It “student-friendly”  
 

Create the explanation with your students.  
 

Rely on descriptions not definitions. 
 

Provide visual images for the word. 
 

Present multiple contexts for the word.   
 





http://www.vocabahead.com/VocabularyVideos/Videos/TabId/59/VideoId/677/Default.aspx


3) Discuss the Word as Used in Context 

 Connect the word to prior learning. 
 

 Clearly explain how the word fits into the 
current unit of study. 
 

 Look ahead to future concepts and lay 
foundational understandings – when 
applicable.  



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ckg4CkWmChk


4) Encourage Student Interaction 
with the Word 

 We don’t “own” words until we have been 
exposed to them, investigated them, and 
used them appropriately ourselves. 
 

 Research has shown that most typically 
developing students need to encounter a 
word about 12 times before they know it 

     well enough to improve their comprehension. 
Biemiller; Nagy & Anderson 

 





Word Art 



Create Meaningful Connections 





In Other Words? 

Representative 

Assembly 

Congress 

House 

of  Burgesses 

delegation 

legislature Parliament 

House 







Intensely Positive - - - - - - - - - - Neutral - - - - - - - - - - Extremely Negative 









Literacy-Rich Learning Environment  

 The learning environment is key to supporting and 
encouraging word learning. 
 

 A learning environment must support speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing in a variety of 
authentic ways – through print & digital media. 
 

 A learning environment that is literacy-rich is not 
only important in ELA classrooms but is necessary 
for high-levels of content-specific learning as well. 



 Elements of a learning environment that support 
interaction and exposure to words include:  

 classroom libraries, 

 content posters, 

 anchor charts, 

 word walls, 

 displays of books & information, 

 bulletin boards, and 

 plenty of opportunity to read, write, listen, and speak. 



Encourage Vocabulary Expansion 

 Have fun with words! 
 

 Create language challenges.  
 

 Encourage expanded vocabulary choices.  
 









In Conclusion 




