Lcarning from Winter Counts - chording Qur(Jass History

Goals

-~ T he students will learn about the similarities between winter counts and other methods of recording events
like timelines, diaries, and calendars.

-~ The students will understand the Passing of oral histories.

-~ The students will realize the imPortancc of the Keeper who is responsible for Proviéing an oral account of the

imPor’can’c events of the communitg.

Procedure

1) |ntroduce the winter count, tell students general information about Native American Winter (ounts.
(Jnformation provic{ed on the ?o”owing Pages.}

2) Explain that between now and winter break you will create a class “winter count.”
Decic{c hcgou will record a new event each c{ag oreach week. Flan to have atleast 7 events by winter break.

3) Frepare a ]Dig Piece of tan paper or fabric for your count.

4-) Discuss the events to be added to your count. Start with the Present d89 or week. Ask the class what was
an imPortant event that l’!aPPer\ed to almost everyone in this class that clay/week

5) Have a student come to the board and draw a simP]e Picture to rePresent that event.

6) Repeat stePs 4 and 5 throughout the unit. T‘jelp students Place the images so that the Pictures goina sPira]A

7) Throughout the unit, review the similarities/differences between winter counts and modern timelines.

E nrichment Activities

As a different activitﬂ, every student can draw their own winter count rePresenting each year of their lives. Keminc{
students theﬂ could include events such as the birth of a sibling or cousin, starting a new schoo!, moving, meeting new
friends. T his could be a homework assignment and volunteers could present in front of class the next claﬂ. The
students do not have to be artists if theg could tell what is haPPening in each of their Pictures. They cannot write

words on their winter counts.

ldcas adaptecl from:

- l‘lttps://www.nps.gov/teaclﬂers/classrooms/wintcr~counLl’ltm

- lﬁttps://octa.p})slcarningmcdia.ord resource/ 1 1¢492¢2-027d-4058-9fc4-5cde 1 1f8 I.‘%‘éO/Wintcncount~]esson~p]ans~nativc~amcrican~stu&ics/



https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/winter-count.htm
https://oeta.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/11e492e2-027d-4058-9fc4-5ede11f82460/winter-count-lesson-plans-native-american-studies/

Wanigctu Wowapi (winter count)

A winter count is a Pictographic record of historical/memorable events for a tiospaye (commum’tg). Some Native
American tribes, such as | akota and Kiowa, would come together cluring the winter. An event that was witnessed or
had affected most of the tribe would be chosen to represent that year. T he winter count was a method of Preservirxg

lﬂis‘corg. lmportant events were recorded forfuture generations.

The Pic’cures, which were used as mnemonic devices, are arrangecl in chronologicai order. | he earliest event is

rePresented in the middle and the later events sPira] outward. Origina”g, the memorable events were recorded on rock
(mang Paintings found on cave walls, canyons and mountains throughout the (Great Flains), on buffalo hide, deer hide,
cow hide, and then Ie&ger paper and muslin (cotton fabric). Natural clges were used }33 the keeper to draw the images.

Berries, clagj Plants, roots, and buffalo ga” (liver bile) were a few of the materials used to draw the images.

[~ ach tiospagc designatecl a winter count kecpcr. The keeper (traclitiona”y a man) of the winter count was the
historian for the community. [ lders would gather and consult with the kecPer to select the most imPortant event of
the year (First snow to first snow) The keepcr would then draw an image on the winter count to rePrcscnt the event.
The images on the winter count were used as a reminder/aid to he]P the kccPer remember the events. | he kceper
(ora] historian for the tiospage) could then exP]ain the events in detail. The keePer was resPonsible for Providing an

oral account O]C tl-le images clrawn.



Winter Count chrcscntation at Bcnt’s Old ]:ort National Historic Site

The Winter Count, hanging n f:itzpatricl(’s Room at Bent’s Old [Fort National Historic Site, (provided on the
following page) is a representation of what a winter count could look like. T his one has been Paintecl on an elk hide and
represents some events that took Place in or near Pent’s Old Fort. T he earliest event is represented in the middle
of the elk hide and the later events spiral outward.

1820. Medicine Bears Daughter Marries Sioux Man

1821, Fight Cheyennes Killed And Decapitated Py Crow |ndians

1822. (Cheyennes Drive Antelope |nto Fit

1823. Old Horn T alks T o Wolf

1824 (Cheyennes | rade Buffalo [Tides T o Mandans [Tor Comn

1825. Cheyennes See Giant Double-T oothed Puffalo

1826. Hair Rope Band Moves South To Arkansas River

1827. Starving [ Ik Gets A Dream Shield

1828. Chiefs Met William Bent (| _ittle White Man)

1829. Blackbeard White Man (Ceran St. Vrain) Gives Chiefs Four Blankets

18%0. FPawnees | ake Medicine Arrows

18%1. Small Pox Epiclemic

18%2. (tes T ake T en[Horses

18%%. Meteor Shower (Night Stars [7ell)

18%4. Many Magpics (Heads-OFf-Birds) T rade 25 Buffalo Robes T o William Bent

18%5. Chiefs Concil With White Soldiers (Col.[enry Dodge) At Bents [Fort

18%6. T rading Post PBuilt Near Mountains ([Fort St. Vrain)

1837. Owl Woman Marries White T rader (William Bent)

18%8. Kiowa Shoots (Gentle [Horse |n T he [Face

18%9. Howling Water T akes T hree [Horses [Trom White Men

1 840. Inter-T ribal Council [Feld Near PBents Fort. Cheyenne & Arapahoes Make Feace With Kliowa
and Comanches; Known As Giving Presents | o One Another Across | he River

1841, Shells [Horse Gored By Buffalo Bull

1842. Sioux Recover A Cheyenne Medicine Arrow

184%. Another T rading Post Built On T he Arkansas ([ Pueblo)

1844 Starvation Winter (Not [”_nough PBuffalo Meat)

1845. Measles [ pidemic

1846. \/\/hooPing Cough Sickness

1847. White Hat (Charles Bent) Killed By FPueblos And Mexicans

https://www.nps.gov/tcac]‘ncrs/c[assrooms/winter~cou nt.htm



https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/winter-count.htm
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lﬂt’c’p://kids.britannica.com/studcnts/assem!)lq/vfcw/1 27995



http://kids.britannica.com/students/assembly/view/127995




